
 
 

 
Prestigious German theatre to open Divadelná Nitra 2016. The Festival will focus on values of an 
individual and society in contemporary Europe  

 
 
Loud appeal for peace from the Ukrainian capital, a confession of one of the major Nazi criminals, a testimony of Iraqi 
artists affected by the war, or a story of materialistic life of contemporary European middle class – all that and more 
will be brought on stage by the International Theatre Festival Divadelná Nitra. The jubilee 25th edition will be held 
from 23 to 28 September 2016. Through complementary arts exhibitions and public discussions, the Festival will 
further ask whether Europe is capable of coming to terms with the legacy of the past, how does she face the 
challenges of the day and what is her future. The theme of the 2016 edition is Ode to Joy? (past – present – future).  
 
Darina Kárová, Director of the International Theatre Festival Divadelná Nitra, outlines the overriding themes of the 
productions: “private and societal values, individual and social responsibility, diversity as well as clash of cultures, 
identity and uprootedness; conscience, the origin of present extremism, life in the totalitarian regimes of the past, 
family, and home.” She adds: “25 years of the Festival also bring a unique opportunity to remember the fine artists 
and countries that have been linked to the Festival, to reaffirm its character as the international platform for cultural 
exchange, communication, transfer of ideas as for inspiration.”  
 
Over the six days of theatre marathon the main festival programme will use 4 stages to showcase 11 productions by 
acclaimed authors from the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Poland, Sweden, Ukraine, and Slovakia, as well as 
an additional production within the framework of Festival Plus.  Five out of the six international pieces will appear 
both at Divadelná Nitra as well as in Slovakia for the very first time.  All fall within contemporary drama, largely 
original works. Many were produced on the basis of documentary material, actual events or have been inspired by 
film or literature.   
 
Ticket sales open on 1 August at www.predpredaj.sk. 
 
Divadelná Nitra 2016 will open on 23 September by the prestigious Münchner Kammerspiele that will appear in 
Slovakia for the first time ever, bringing a production of WHY DOES HERR R. RUN AMOK? The young director 
Susanne Kennedy, one of the rising stars of European theatre, brings on stage the famed eponymous film from 1970 
by screenwriter and director Rainer Werner Fassbinder, the enfant terrible of the new wave of German cinema. The 
piece that is perhaps more current today than when it was first introduced, tells the story of an utterly ordinary Herr R. 
who has everything he ought to have and does all that he is expected to do, living an ordinary life.  Yet the void of 
everyday routine become home to aggression that keeps on rising until the tragic end. This is an elaborate 
production in terms of formal precision and sharp diagnosis of Europe's contemporary petty bourgeoisie.  

http://www.nitrafest.sk/


 
Teaser WHY DOES HERR R. RUN AMOK? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5T_Wk7t7q0o 
 
The best Czech production in 2015 – that is the critics' choice for THE HEARING by the Aréna Chamber Theatre in 
Ostrava. The Nazi criminal Adolf Eichmann is the main character in the award-winning play. In the fictitious space 
and time, Eichmann confesses to his activities. The stage brings together a range of character: a Jewish war hero, an 
ordinary woman as the archetype of the people who represent the peoples that cover their eyes and survive in any 
system, the Reich minister who oversaw the deportations of Jews, the Commander of the Theresienstadt 
concentration camp, a soldier who freed Mussolini from captivity, as well as Vojtech Tuka or Alexander Mach from 
the radical branch of the Hlinka Slovak People's Party who led the deportations of Slovak Jews to the extermination 
camps in Poland.  Playwright Tomáš Vůjtek has written the piece specifically for the theatre, as is was from Ostrava 
that the first transport was dispatched to Auschwitz. Director Ivan Krejčí makes an austere production to draw an 
ominous image of inhumanity of those in power and of the courage of the oppressed.  
 

Teaser THE HEARING 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT0R0XqyrKI 

 
Six female musicians and singers, the Dakh Daughters who, after their performance at the Kiev Maidan Square have 
become one of the symbols of résistance against the suppression of Ukrainian democracy. Ever since then they have 
been touring a number of European stages to arrive at Divadelná Nutra with the cabaret ROSES (directed by Vlad 
Troitski). The pressing appeal for peace, love and freedom takes the form of a bizarre blend of music and text from 
different cultures, languages and aesthetics. The title is a reference to the city of Donetsk known as the city of a 
million of roses. The female orchestra has earned accolades at the prestigious Wiener Festwochen 2016.  
 
A powerful political stance and civic engagement exemplify the Sweden-based dance group of Iraqi expats, the Iraqi 
Bodies. In their work they draw from artistic methods and philosophy of Jerzy Grotowski, Eugène Ionesco or Samuel 
Beckett. They engage in polemics with armed conflicts and fundamentalist trends across Europe, in an attempt to 
identify the meeting points of the East and West within the shared humanity. The suggestive piece that is on the 
threshold of dance and physical theatre – the motion performance PILLARS OF BLOOD is the image of absurdity of 
killing. The production is directed by Anmar Taha who has first-hand experience of the war in Iraq, was wounded and 
the conflict has taken the lives of a number of his colleagues.  
 
Polish theatre brings KANTOR DOWNTOWN a video installation by Teatr Polski Bydgoszcz. A century after the birth 
of Tadeusz Kantor, one of the major representatives of East European theatre avant-garde, and thirty-six years since 
the première of his legendary The Dead Class at the La MaMa theatre in New York, the piece now comes back 
through the young Polish artists who present it as a bittersweet dramatic investigation into the lives and dreams of 
stars on the margins of culture of the 1970s and 1980s.  
 
The jubilee edition of Divadelná Nitra will close with French art.  The production SUDDENLY THE NIGHT presented 
in 2015 at the prestigious Avignon festival addresses the themes of origin, foreigners and their integration in the 
society at the time of global epidemics, immigration crisis and terrorism. Nathalie Garraud and Olivier Saccomano 
from Compagnie Du Zieu transform the stage into an A&E examination room at an unnamed European airport where 
a handful of tourists end up together with a medical doctor, originally an Arab, who is prepared to treat them. Though 
none of them shows any sign of illness, death is omnipresent: a young Arab passenger died on board from Istanbul. 
The authors identify the airport as border space where personal checks are commonplace: a “alien” body becomes 
the target of interest.    
 
Divadelná Nitra will continue to live up to its tradition and will also bring a number of Slovak works. Slovak Chamber 
Theatre in Martin will present dramatization of autobiographic novel by Žo Langerová BACK THEN IN BRATISLAVA, 
the 2007 Book of the Year. Choreographer Petra Fornayová will appear with her OPERNBALL, dance performance 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5T_Wk7t7q0o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT0R0XqyrKI


that links dance, music, video art and contemporary Slovak poetry. Director, author, performer and actress, the 
experimenting Sláva Daubnerová will introduce SOLO LAMENTOSO inspired by a true story of a woman who 
tormented her neighbours by playing loud operatic arias loud.  The Astorka Korzo ´90 Theatre will bring EMPTY 
HOLE by Michal Vajdička who ironically explores distinctive features of Slovakia and the Slovaks. The Andrej Bagar 
Theatre of Nitra will join the Festival with the production of HAMLET IS DEAD – FAUST IS HUNGRY that captures 
the alienated lives of the present 30-somethings.  
 
Within the Festival PLUS section, again at the Svätopluk Square, Teatro Tatro will again open their tent to introduce 
their new production CIRCUS CHARMS. The magic performance inspired by the great Russian poet Daniil Charms is 
aimed at both small and grownups audiences, though particularly for the children. The Festival has in store a number 
of additional events for children– performances, creative workshops and attractions. 
 
An extensive complementary programme will again bring to Nitra dozens of street performances, exhibitions, films, 
workshops, discussions and various activities. Divadelná Nitra will again offer space for presentation of regional 
institutions. The current edition of the Festival also brings a unique cooperation with the Nitra Gallery through the 
international exhibition Newrope.  
 
To mark the 25th anniversary of Divadelná Nitra, the festival programme will include a number of special events, such 
as the Festival memory hall Nostalgia DN 25, an exhibition of posters from the twenty-five editions of the Festival, a 
photo exhibition from productions presented here throughout the quarter of the century.  Book launch of a bilingual 
publication … Desire Alive for Beauty / International Theatre festival Divadelná Nitra 1992 – 2016 [... túžba živá po 
kráse / Medzinárodný festival Divadelná Nitra 1992 – 2016] published jointly by the Divadelná Nitra Association and 
the Theatre Institute Bratislava will be the highlight of the festivities.  Over the past 24 years the main programme 
showcased 368 productions, 221 of which were international and 147 Slovak. 280 directors presented their works 
here.  The main programme has so far drawn an audience amounting to 132, 558. The complimentary programme, 
consisting of hundreds of arts exhibitions, concerts, film screenings, hearings of radio plays and poetry readings, or 
street theatre performances have attracted 154, 572 visitors.  
 
Online ticket sales open on 1 August 2016 at www.predpredaj.sk and in the Box Office at The Andrej Bagar Theatre 
in Nitra on 2 September.  
 
The Festival is held under the auspices of the President of the Slovak Republic Andrej Kiska, the Minister of Foreign 
and International Affairs of the Slovak Republic Miroslav Lajčák, the Minister of Culture of the Slovak Republic Marek 
Maďarič, the President of the Nitra Self-Governing Region Milan Belica, and the Mayor of the City of Nitra Jozef 
Dvonč. 
 
Up-to-date information is available at www.nitrafest.sk and www.facebook.com/divadelna.nitra 
 

 
For further information please contact: Zuzana Kizáková, PR Manager of the International Theatre Festival Divadelná 
Nitra, phone: (421) 0908 663 903 / press@nitrafest.sk  
 

 
Convenor: 
The Divadelná Nitra Association 
 
Lead co-organsiers 
The Andrej Bagar Theatre in Nitra, The Karol Spišák Old Theatre in Nitra, The Nitra Self-Governing Region, The City 
of Nitra, Theatre Institute in Bratislava 
 
Co-organised by: 

http://www.predpredaj.sk/
http://www.nitrafest.sk/
http://www.facebook.com/divadelna.nitra


The Tatra Nitra Cinema Club, The Karol Kmeťko Regional Library, Regional Public Enlightenment Centre, Klokanček 
child care centre, Pokoj a dobro / Peace and Good civic association, Nitra, The Nitra Region Museum, The Slovak 
Debating Association, Private Conservatoire in Nitra, The Helena Madariová Elementary Arts School, The Count 
Pribina Elementary School, Integrated Elementary School, for Students with Vision Impediment in Bratislava, The J. 
Rosinský Elementary Arts School in Nitra 
 
 
Pozn. prekl. (Lucia Faltinová, tel: 0904 023 121): Názvy tipov partnerov sú všetky tu, celkom na konci sú preložená 
názvy partnerských spoločností z posledného odseku – navrhujem, aby sa vytvorila grafická veryia, kde budá v 
angličtine.  
Festivla podporili = The Festival is supported by 
Hlavní mediálni partneri = Main media partners 
Mediálni partneri = Media partners 
Partneri = Partners 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 



Agrocomplex – Fairs / Institute of Archaeology of the Slovak Academy of Sciences / Arriva Nitra jt, stock, co. / Slovak 
University of Agriculture / Constantine the Philosopher University in Nitra / The Academy of Performing Arts in 
Bratislava 


