
  
 
Slovak productions at International Theatre Festival Divadelná Nitra: About the birth of extremism as well 

as about the times of communism  

 

The authors of Slovak productions will tell the spectators of the 25th jubilee year of the International Festival 
Divadelná Nitra, which will take place during September 23–28, 2016, about the fate of the wife of a stubborn 
Marxist and about a deep communism; about a woman who had been terrorizing her neighbours and about the 
beginning of an extremism; about the pleasure-seeking people in their thirties and about the contemporary 
European consumerism; but also about a small-town identity and about Slovakia. 

There will be five of them in the main programme, chosen by theatrologist Daša Čiripová, who has been elected 
this year by Divadelná Nitra to be the curator of the Slovakian program. Within a year, she has seen 50 
productions, and in her selection she has respected the provocative theme of the jubilee year of the Festival: Ode 
to Joy? (past – present – future).  

These productions have entered the main Festival programme: BACK THEN IN BRATISLAVA from the Slovak 
Chamber Theatre Martin, EMPTY HOLE  from Theatre Astorka Korzo´90, OPERNBALL by Petra Fornayová, 
SOLO LAMENTOSO by Sláva Daubnerová, and HAMLET IS DEAD – FAUST IS HUNGRY from the the domestic 
Andrej Bagar Theatre in Nitra.  

Slovak Chamber Theatre from Martin will bring at the Nitra Festival stage the dramatization of the 
autobiographical novel BACK THEN IN BRATISLAVA, which has become in 2007, when it was published, the 
Book of the Year. The destiny of a Jewish intellectual and former Marxist Žo Langerová, who´s life had been 
deeply influenced by communism of the fifties, is uniquely performed by Jana Oľhová. The unsentimental 
memories of living together with Slovak leftist intellectual Oskar Langer, who became one of the key witnesses in 
the constructed process with Slánský and got 22 years in prison for it, are turning under the directing of Patrik 
Lančarič into an appeal for the contemporary fanatical society and into a warning of danger of any ideologies. “I 
am still fascinated by her strange female strength. The author had been twice on the edge of an absolute nervous 
breakdown, on the border of life and death. But even in the face of difficulties and humiliation she was able to 
maintain humanity, pride and a faith in a better tomorrow, a hope,” wrote Patrik Lančarič. The author of the 
dramatization is Peter Pavlac who has brought the novel onstage in the form of the confession of Žo Langerová in 
front of her daughter through their conversation. This work is loosely following the last dramatization by Pavlac, 
for the staging entitled Seven Days to Funeral, which had gained extraordinary success at Divadelná Nitra 2012 
and had become the Production of the year.  

Theatre Astorka Korzo ´90 will bring to Nitra the work by Michal Vajdička EMPTY HOLE. Under his directing, 
Zuzana Kronerová, Anna Šišková, Zuzana Konečná, Rebeka Poláková, Boris Farkaš, Ady Hajdu, Marián Labuda 
jr., Marián Miezga, Juraj Kemka, Róbert Jakab and Lukáš Latinák will be asking onstage: “Slovakia... What kind 
of country is it? What is a typical Slovak male and female like? Is it safe here? How does it look like in the offices 
and at the authorities? Are we able to get justice? How is life in Slovakia?” The production is based on real 

http://www.nitrafest.sk/


statistics, studies, public surveys and newspaper articles. “Thanks to the status of our economy, political culture 
and morals, as well as to the direction our society is taking, we are drawing through sketches a sarcastic picture 
of Slovakia,“ explained Michal Vajdička. And this series of short sequences about our nation is funny, sad and 
bitter.    

From the repertoire theatres, at Divadelná Nitra will be already traditionally presented the domestic Andrej Bagar 
Theatre in Nitra, with the play HAMLET IS DEAD – FAUST IS HUNGRY directed by Svetozár Sprušanský and 
Braňo Holička. Two texts by a contemporary world-known Austrian author Ewald Palmetshofer, directed by two 
different director personalities, are critically showing the existence of contemporary people in their thirties. A 
gradual display of crooked relationships and secluded members of one family in a vicious circle will be taking 
turns with a group of friends showing their privacy full of superficiality and selling souls to the devil for pleasure. 
The production has been shown at theatre festivals in Slovakia and has received several invitations abroad.  

From the independent Slovak scene, two unique artists and performers with their new productions will be guests 
at Divadelná Nitra 2016.   

Sláva Daubnerová, who is a unique person in the Slovak theatre – author, director, actor, performer and 
experimenter who with her works pushes the used conventions, will bring her SOLO LAMENTOSO. It has been 
inspired by a real story of a woman who had been fighting her neighbours with loud playing of one and the same 
aria of Placido Domingo for full 14 years. Sláva Daubnerová has used “the Singing House”, which had caused 
interest of media and tourists as well as anger of the citizens, in her solo performance to ask questions about the 
limits of humanity, the functioning of an outsider and a possible birth of extremism. 

Petra Fornayová, one of the foremost representatives of the contemporary dance in Slovakia, will show to the 
Festival audience her production OPERNBALL. Her main inspiration was the famous ball of Vienna State Opera 
which the performer has used as a metaphor of a closed-up system, a society who accepts some strange 
hierarchy and peculiar values. Through connection of video-art, dance and poetry, she will ask onstage what 
does it mean to live, to work and to create outside of a system or, on the contrary, within a system offered by a 
given society. She is therefore asking a question about the purpose of art and indirectly about the purpose of the 
human existence and its essence. 

One more Slovak production will be shown at Divadelná Nitra 2016, within the Festival Plus. A very popular 
Teatro Tatro of Nitra origin will build its circus tent at the square in front of the Andrej Bagar Theatre. It will invite 
the audience into a unique magic world from the staging by Ondrej Spišák CIRCUS CHARMS which has had its 
premiere just recently, in the mid of July 2016. Teatro Tatro is a special phenomenon of the Slovak theatre – 
during its last visit at Divadelná Nitra, in 2014, the three performances of its production Master and Margarita 
were sold out as the very first of the programme. This time, it will show a great family circus for both children and 
adults: in the unforgettable atmosphere of a circus tent, we will see a ballerina on a rope, acrobats, horseback 
riding, funny clowns, and even a snake lady – all in a spirit of the surreal and absurd poetics of the great Russian 
poet Daniil Charms.   

You can buy the tickets to all performances of the main programme from the 1st of August online at  
www.predpredaj.sk in the section Theatre at http://predpredaj.zoznam.sk/en/event/7503/divadelna-nitra-2016 . 
The cash desk will be open from the 2nd of September every work day from 14.00 till 17.00 in the Andrej Bagar 
Theatre in Nitra (main entrance from the square).   

The main Festival programme will offer altogether 11 productions, from that 6 being the foreign works by 
renowned creators from the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Poland, Sweden and Ukraine. 

You can find the complete program of Divadelná Nitra 2016 here: http://www.nitrafest.sk/home/programme-
2016/main-programme-2016/ 

You can find all the information about the tickets at http://www.nitrafest.sk/home/tickets-and-accomodation/info-
about/. 

 

You can find all the actual information at www.nitrafest.sk and www.facebook.com/divadelna.nitra 
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