
  
 
Divadelná Nitra will focus on the theme of immigration. We will meet also Iraqi dancers touched 

by war  
 

He has run from war in the Middle East, but some of his co-workers lost their lives. Director Anmar Taha 
of Iraque origin will bring a suggestive production to Divadelná Nitra: Pillars of Blood. In the era of the 
biggest migration wave in Europe since the 2nd World War, the Slovak spectators will be able to see 
within the main programme also the French production Suddenly the Night which speaks in a unique 
form about the actual dangers of terrorism or global epidemics. 
 
The jubilee 25th year of the biggest festival in Slovakia will be held during September 23–28, 2016, and 
the theme will be Ode to Joy? “We shall ask, how many reasons to joy gives us Europe today? Its 
citizens, the world...? How does it come into terms with its past heritage, how does it accept the 
challenges of the present? One of the great challenges is immigration, the reasons for which can be 
found also in the imperial policy of the European countries, and the contemporary war in the form of 
terrorism. The art has a gift to bring into closer focus the destiny of people and to introduce us to the 
values such as tolerance, understanding, and love. These are the values our Festival wants to 
emphasize, “ said the director of Divadelná Nitra, Darina Kárová.   
 
The emotional work of art on the border of dance and physical theatre, Pillars of Blood, will speak about 
the absurdity of death, murdering and suicides and about searching for reason to live. The group of Iraqi 
dancers living in Sweden – Iraqi Bodies – is noticeable for their strong political opinion and personal as 
well as civil engagement. Their leader, director Anmar Taha, has escaped to Sweden after he has been 
personally struck by the war conflict in Iraq and wounded by a shot. One of his former productions is 
directly about the war with the Islamic State. And he is transporting this personal and direct experience, 
together with his co-artists, into the new poetic work which will be shown onstage also in Nitra. In it, he 
puts into context the Eastern war conflicts and the growing nationalistic tendencies in the European 
countries. 
 
“Our works are not a critique. They are an important examination. The forces in the world are changing, 
our countries, our homes, our families are changing – and we should be aware of what´s going on 
around us. And although it is a political question, we don´t characterize our art as political. But at the 
same time, we believe that the theatre should reflect lives of people, of citizens. However, we don´t 
have the need to exaggerate, to persuade. We express ourselves through silence and through our 
senses,“ said Anmar Taha. He added that the movement performance Pillars of Blood examines “the 
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pillars of our communities sprayed by blood“ and tries to discover the points of convergence between 
the East and the West in the common humanity. 
 
The danger of terrorism, global epidemics, immigration waves, war conflicts in the Middle East or the 
crisis of values in the contemporary Europe. The themes which fill up the news titles will be brought to 
the main programme at the very end of the Festival in the French production Suddenly the Night. The 
group Compagnie du Zieu has introduced it also at the prestigious festival in Avignon. 
 
The artists Nathalie Garraud and Olivier Saccomano have created a provoking and surprising 
production on a very actual subject. The story is set at a big unnamed European airport where an 
airplane from Istanbul lands. One of the passengers, a new Arabian immigrant, dies immediately after 
the landing. The passengers who have been in contact with him are locked in an ambulance room. They 
are examined by the airport doctor – of Syria origin, but already integrated into French society. The 
object of interest of the creators are the so-called “strange bodies“, which can be the bodies of the 
immigrants, Jihadists, or people with ebola virus. 
 
“We wanted to get rid of the clichés and stereotypes which are often attached to people outside of 
Europe, for example to immigrants. We have created the characters who see themselves as free or 
integrated people, and put them into the confrontation with a situation faced by the immigrants – we 
have locked them up in a quarantine. We have for a long time studied Jihad groups, watched the news 
about catastrophic arrivals of the immigrants to Europe, the stories of people infected with ebola – the 
whole spectrum which consumes Europe at the moment, as well as the nationalistic tendencies which 
are on the rise,“ said the author of the text, Olivier Saccomano. “At the airports, detailed bodily controls 
became completely usual. We can hide drugs in our bodies, or even explosives. But how can we see 
that which is going on in our souls? Therefore, our project is wider than just the actual themes because 
we are interested in existential moments. And that is, more or less, the plateau on which we are moving 
in our staging,“ he added. 
  
The main Festival programme will offer altogether 11 productions, from that 6 being the foreign works by 
renowned creators from the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Poland, Sweden/Iraq and Ukraine. 
 
You can buy the tickets to all performances of the main programme from the 1st of August online at  
www.predpredaj.sk in the section Theatre at http://predpredaj.zoznam.sk/sk/listky/7503/divadelna-nitra-
2016. The cash desk will be open from the 2nd of September every work day from 14.00 till 17.00 in the 
Andrej Bagar Theatre in Nitra (main entrance from the square).   
 
You can find the complete programme of Divadelná Nitra 2016 here: 
http://www.nitrafest.sk/domov/program-2016/hlavny-program-2016/  
You can find all the information about the tickets at www.nitrafest.sk. 
 
Main organizer: 
Association Divadelná Nitra 
Main co-organizers: 
Andrej Bagar Theatre in Nitra, Karol Spišák Old Theatre in Nitra, Nitra Self-Governing Region, The City of Nitra, 
Theatre Institute Bratislava 
Co-organizers: 
C.A. Peace and Good, Nitra, Klokaneček Child Care Centre, Private Conservatoire in Nitra,  Regional 
Edifying Centre in Nitra, The Elementary School for Partially Sighted and Blind in Bratislava, The Helena 
Madariová Elementary Arts School, The J. Rosinský Elementary Arts School in Nitra, The Karol Kmeťko 
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Regional Library, The Nitra Gallery, The Nitra Museum, The Prince Pribina Elementary School, Nitra, 
The Slovak Debating Association, The Tatra Nitra Cinema Club 
 



 
 
 


