
  
 
The artists of the V4 countries will report at Divadelná Nitra about the new Europe  

 
 

 
Top Slovak actors, the best Czech production of the year, an Oscar-awarded Hungarian film, 
exceptional Polish underground, internationally appraised Ukrainian political cabaret. Already for a 
quarter of a century, the biggest international theatre festival in Slovakia, Divadelná Nitra, brings to its 
stage the top art of the V4-countries. The jubilee 25th year, held during September 23–28, 2016, will not 
miss on the hottest themes of our neighbors presented by famous personalities of theatre, art or film. 
And it will be reflected by young critics from both Middle and Eastern Europe. The theme of the Festival: 
Ode to Joy? (past – present – future).  
 
There will be of course no shortage of domestic works which will reflect the contemporary Slovak 
society. Theatre Astorka Korzo ´90 will bring to Nitra the work by Michal Vajdička Empty Hole. Zuzana 
Kronerová, Anna Šišková, Ady Hajdu and others will be, among other things, asking onstage: 
“Slovakia... What kind of country is it? What is a typical Slovak male and female like? Is it safe here? 
How is life in Slovakia?”  
 
A director, author, actor and performer all at once, Sláva Daubnerová, will bring her Solo Lamentoso, 
based on the real story of a woman who had been terrorizing her neighbours with loud playing of an 
opera aria for years, showing the various ways how extremism can be born.  
 
The Andrej Bagar Theatre in Nitra will perform the play Hamlet Is Dead – Faust Is Hungry, showing the 
actual theme: the distanced life of contemporary people in their thirties. 
 
The Slovak Chamber Theatre from Martin will bring at the Festival the dramatization of the 
autobiographical novel by Žo Langerová Back Then in Bratislava, which has become in 2007 the Book 
of the Year.  
 
The choreographer Petra Fornayová will show at the Festival the dance performance Opernball in which 
she will connect dance, music, video-art and contemporary Slovak poetry.  
 
From the neighbouring Czech Republic, the best Czech production of the year 2015 – The Hearing from 
the Chamber Stage Arena in Ostrava will come to Nitra. On stage, there will be a meeting of Nazi 
criminal Adolf Eichmann in a fictional confessing of his sins, a Jewish war hero, a plain woman as a 
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representative of nation able to survive in any regime, but also Vojtech Tuka or Alexander Mach from 
the radical part of Hlinka´s Slovak People´s Party who directed the deportation of Slovak Jews to the 
concentration camps in Poland.  
 
Young Polish theatre artists will bring a video-installation called Kantor Downtown from Teatr Polski 
Bydgoszcz. After a hundred years from the birth of one of the most important creators of Eastern-
European avant-garde Tadeusz Kantor, they will present a bitter-funny probe into the lives and dreams 
of some of the stars of the American underground culture from the seventies and eighties.  
 
To the collection of theatre testimonies from our region will be added also six female musicians and 
singers from Ukrainian Dakh Daughters Band, which have become, after their performance on the 
Kiev’s square Majdan during the revolution, one of the symbols of resistance against suppressing 
democracy. Their cabaret performance Roses is connected with the occupied town of Doneck which is 
called today „the city of million roses“.  
 
“The V4 countries have the status of a firm core of the Divadelná Nitra programme. However, just the 
last year there has been a turning point in the professional reflection of the program, as ten young 
theatre artists as well as critics from the V4 countries participated at the Festival. Under the leadership 
of renowned theatrologist Patrice Pavis, who has a world-wide horizon, they watched the main 
programme of the Festival and contributed significantly to its evaluation at the regular meetings. Thus 
they established a new framework and new intensity, as for the reaction to the performances, the 
important phase of their artistic radiation and intellectual elaboration. And in the first place, they 
formulated the mind sets precious mainly for the domestic performances, thus helping to fulfil the long-
term strategy of the Festival, which is to establish a dialogue between foreign and ours, and to verify 
that which is ours, domestic, with the criteria of the more universal European trends,” explains 
theatrologist Soňa Šimková, the president of the Divadelná Nitra Association.   
 
Divadelná Nitra will once again play host to the seminar of critical reflection V4@THEATRE Critics 

Residency, with the participation of 12 critics no older than 35 years of age from 7 European countries.  

Slovakia will be represented by students and young theatre critics Dominika Široká and Alžbeta Rusnáková, 

Czech Republic by reporter and young dramatic Martin Macháček and by freelance critic and doctorand Barbora 

Etlíková, participants from Hungary are theatre and dance critic Kristóf Farkas and teacher, writer and translator 

Judit Katalin Hollós, Poland will be presented by journalist Kamila Lapicka and translator and critic Marta Kacwin-

Duman. Besides the V4 countries, this time there will be also young critics from Ukraine – theatre critic 

Iryna Golizdra and theatre manager Viktoria Shvydko, from Belarussia journalist Katsiaryna Yaromina  and 

from Moldavia critic Rusanda Curca.  

The seminar is taking place with the support of the International Visegrad Fund, and theatre institutions 
and organizations from Slovakia, Poland and Hungary are cooperating as partners already for a second 
year.  
 
The artists from V4 countries won´t be missing even in the rich accompanying program. Its major event 
will be the art exhibition Newrope, organized by Divadelná Nitra together with the Gallery of Nitra. It will 
introduce the art of the authors from Slovakia, Hungary, Poland, Czech Republic, but also from France, 
Rumania, Bulgaria and even the USA and Canada.    
 
“The important events in this context are the presidency of the Slovak Republic of the Council of the 
European Union, the victory of an extreme right party in the elections, or the British referendum about 
staying in the EU. The exhibition is based on an open conception and free presentation of various points 
of view,” explained the curator Omar Mirza. Most of the art works will be created directly for this 



exhibition, and they will try to answer the questions like, for example, how would The Ode to Joy sound 
like today, what can we do so it won´t be rather an Ode to Sorrow, and what is the future like in the 
society we are living in. From Slovak artists, there will be introduced the artists such as Lucia Tkáčová, 
Oto Hudec, Jan Kostaa, Patrik Kovačovský, Jana Mináriková, Ilona Németh, Andrea Palamarčuková 
and Erik Sikora.  
 
Also film screenings are a traditional and popular part of Divadelná Nitra. This time, there will be a 
display of V4 countries films. From our region, it will be possible to watch a new Slovak film When Land 
Is Looking for Its Heaven by young director Erik Praus, telling the story of a Slovak village and its 
inhabitants and reflecting upon the social and economic reality of the present-day Slovakia, at the same 
time searching for the relationship to one´s homeland and roots. From the Hungarian cinematography, 
the visitors can see a film from the Holocaust period which has been historically successful and received 
the Academy Award, The Son of Saul by the director László Nemes. From Poland, there will be the film 
United States of Love by the director Tomasz Wasilewski which returns to the nineties and shows the 
first euphoric year of freedom. The fourth film from the V4 collection – in co-production with the Czech 
Republic – is a documentary film Under the Sun offering a look at the current totalitarian regime in the 
North Korea.  
 
The main Festival programme of Divadelná Nitra will offer during the 6-days theatre marathon 11 
production on 4 stages from renowned creators from Czech Republic, France, Germany, Poland, 
Sweden, Ukraine and Slovakia and one domestic staging within the Festival Plus. The five of the six 
foreign theatres will be for the very first time not only at Divadelná Nitra but in the whole of Slovakia.  
 
At the occasion of celebrating the 25 years of the Festival´s existence, there will be some special 
happenings within the program of Divadelná Nitra, for example, the exhibition of the Posters of DN 25, 
the exhibition of the pictures from the productions from the 25 years of Divadelná Nitra Photo DN 25 
with a special collection of pictures Focus V4, and „the room of Festival memories“ entitled Nostalgia 
DN 25. The climax will be reached in the form of the presentation of the book in double language 
…Alive Desire for Beauty / International Festival Divadelná Nitra 1992–2016, published by the 
Divadelná Nitra Association and Theatre Institute Bratislava.  
  
The main Festival programme will offer altogether 11 productions, from that 6 being the foreign works by 
renowned creators from the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Poland, Sweden/Iraq and Ukraine. 
 
You can buy the tickets to all performances of the main programme from the 1st of August online at  
www.predpredaj.sk in the section Theatre at http://predpredaj.zoznam.sk/sk/listky/7503/divadelna-nitra-
2016. The cash desk will be open from the 2nd of September every work day from 14.00 till 17.00 in the 
Andrej Bagar Theatre in Nitra (main entrance from the square).   
 
You can find the complete programme of Divadelná Nitra 2016 here: 
http://www.nitrafest.sk/domov/program-2016/hlavny-program-2016/  
You can find all the information about the tickets at www.nitrafest.sk. 
 
Main organizer: 
Association Divadelná Nitra 
Main co-organizers: 
Andrej Bagar Theatre in Nitra, Karol Spišák Old Theatre in Nitra, Nitra Self-Governing Region, The City 
of Nitra, Theatre Institute Bratislava 
Co-organizers: 
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C.A. Peace and Good, Nitra, Klokaneček Child Care Centre, Private Conservatoire in Nitra,  Regional 
Edifying Centre in Nitra, The Elementary School for Partially Sighted and Blind in Bratislava, The Helena 
Madariová Elementary Arts School, The J. Rosinský Elementary Arts School in Nitra, The Karol Kmeťko 
Regional Library, The Nitra Gallery, The Nitra Museum, The Prince Pribina Elementary School, Nitra, 
The Slovak Debating Association, The Tatra Nitra Cinema Club 
 



 
 
 


