
  
 
The jubilee Divadelná Nitra is getting started in a few days! It will welcome both the European as 
well as the world top theatre production 

 
 

 
The productions of the 25th jubilee year of the International Festival Divadelná Nitra will talk about 
meeting of East and West, about a search for home, about the loneliness of contemporary man, about 
the heritage of the past and about conscience, but also about joy brought by art. The top European and 
Slovak theatres will meet in one town already from 23rd to 28th September, 2016. The spectators will be 
able to see during the 6-days of theatre holiday as much as 16 high-quality theatre performances on 4 
Festival stages, as well as 60 events within the accompanying programme in the streets of Nitra and in 
various cultural institutions. The main Festival programme will offer 11 productions of renowned creators 
as well as new stars from the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Poland, Sweden, Iraq, Ukraine and 
Slovakia and one production within the Festival Plus. The creators from 7 countries will ask, through the 
unique theatre testimonies, the question Ode to Joy? which is the motto of this year´s Festival, with the 
subtitle (past – present – future).   
 
There will be five domestic works in the main programme of Divadelná Nitra 2016, chosen by 
theatrologist Dáša Čiripová, who has been elected by Divadelná Nitra to be the curator of the Slovakian 
programme for this year. “The Slovak season 2015/2016 has proven that even theatre, if it wants, is 
able to react to the actual events of a country, whether through historical lenses, or through naming a 
pressing social-political problem,“ said Dáša Čiripová. During the year, she has seen 50 works, and in 
her selection has respected the theme of the Festival as well as the reflection of our not so distant past, 
present and possible future. The Slovak programme will focus, according to the curator, on the 
testimonies about our contemporary times of uncertainty and lack of an ´anchor´ (in the productions 
OPERNBALL and HAMLET IS DEAD – FAUST IS HUNGRY). Through authentic and personal stories, it 
will deliver a strong social message and warn before extremist tendencies in Europe (in the works 
SOLO LAMENTOSO and BACK THEN IN BRATISLAVA). And it will also uncover not very nice but true 
side of our Slovak identity and nature, in the production EMPTY HOLE.  
 
The Slovak Chamber Theatre from Martin will introduce to the Festival audience a dramatization of the 
autobiographical novel by Žo Langerová BACK THEN IN BRATISLAVA, which has become in 2007 the 
Book of the Year. The destiny of Jewish intellectual and former Marxist Žo Langerová, who´s life had 
been deeply influenced by communism of the fifties, is uniquely performed by Jana Oľhová, directed by 
Patrik Lančarič.  

http://www.nitrafest.sk/


 
Theatre Astorka Korzo ´90 will bring to Nitra the work by Michal Vajdička EMPTY HOLE. Under his 
directing, Zuzana Kronerová, Anna Šišková, Zuzana Konečná, Rebeka Poláková, Boris Farkaš, Ady 
Hajdu, Marián Labuda jr., Marián Miezga, Juraj Kemka, Róbert Jakab and Lukáš Latinák will be asking 
onstage: “Slovakia... What kind of country is it? What is a typical Slovak male and female like? Is it safe 
here? How does it look like in the offices and at the authorities? Are we able to get justice? How is life in 
Slovakia?” 
 
From the repertoire theatres, at Divadelná Nitra there will be presented the domestic Andrej Bagar 
Theatre in Nitra, with its play HAMLET IS DEAD – FAUST IS HUNGRY, directed by Svetozár 
Sprušanský and Braňo Holička. Two texts by a contemporary world-known Austrian author, Ewald 
Palmetshofer, directed by two different directing personalities, are showing in a critical way the 
existence of contemporary people in their thirties.  
 
From the independent Slovak scene, two unique female artists and performers with their new 
productions will be the guests at Divadelná Nitra 2016.   
 
Experimenter Sláva Daubnerová, author, actor and performer in one person, will show her SOLO 
LAMENTOSO. It has been inspired by a real story of a woman who had been tormenting her neighbors 
with loud playing over and over the same aria performed by Placido Domingo for whole 14 years. The 
artist has used “the Singing House” in her solo performance to pose questions about the limits of 
humanity, the functioning of an outsider and a possible birth of extremism. 
 
Choreographer Petra Fornayová will show dance performance OPERNBALL. Her main inspiration was 
the famous Vienna State Opera Ball which the author has used as a metaphor of a closed-up system, a 
society which accepts some strange hierarchy and peculiar values. She connects dance, music, video-
art and contemporary Slovak poetry.  
 
5 from 6 foreign ensembles will be in Slovakia for the very first time. Divadelná Nitra is also this year 
successful in searching for and introducing to Slovak audience not just internationally renowned 
ensembles, but also new names not so well known in the world of theatre. Thus, in the main 
programme, there will be presented such ensembles as the legendary German theatre Münchner 
Kammerspiele, French ensemble Compagnie Du Zieu which has performed at the prestige festival in 
Avignon, or for us totally unknown Iraq–Sweden group Iraqi Bodies. 
 
Divadelná Nitra 2016 will be opened up on the 23rd of September by cult German theatre Münchner 
Kammerspiele from Munich, which will perform in Slovakia for the very first time. It will bring there a 
slapstick WHY DOES HERR R. RUN AMOK? by young female director Susanne Kennedy who has 
been called, in 2013, the Discovery of the Year in the area of directing by a prestigious German theatre 
magazine Theater heute. The production portrays a totally average Mr. R and it is a precise diagnosis of 
the contemporary European middle class. It brought up heated discussions among spectators as well as 
German critics, because the director has an extreme and in these days preciously original style. The 
most noticeable directing aspect is that the human voice sounds from playback. The actors are trapped 
in silicon masks and resemble some kind of strange, not alive, installed figureheads who just open their 
mouths, their dialogues being recorded by amateurs with all kinds of mistakes and imperfections which 
took place during the recording.  
 
The end of the jubilee 25th year of Divadelná Nitra will belong to French production SUDDENLY THE 
NIGHT, which was presented at the most prestigious festival in Avignon. The duo Nathalie Garraud and 
Olivier Saccomano from Compagnie Du Zieu will show, in a unique form, highly actual themes 



resonating these days throughout the whole of Europe: global epidemics, immigration and danger of 
terrorism. The Nitra stage will be transformed into an examination hall in a big European airport where 
several passengers and a doctor of Morocco origin meet after strange death of a passenger of Arabian 
origin during a flight to Istanbul.   
 
Female orchestra consisting of six musicians and singers Dakh Daughters Band can be considered a 
discovery of the last years on European stage. After the performance at the Maidan square in Kiev, it 
has become one of the symbols of resistance against suppressing democracy in Ukraine. Since then, it 
has been touring through many European stages. To Divadelná Nitra, it will come with cabaret 
performance THE ROSES (directed by Vlad Troitskiy) which has enjoyed a great success at the 
prestigious festival Wiener Festwochen 2016. The show is connected with the occupied town of Doneck 
which is called “the city of million roses“. It is a politically engaged theatre concert in which the artists 
use more than ten musical instruments and combine several musical styles, from Ukrainian folk music to 
punk-rock, in which the performers call for peace, love and freedom. 
 
THE HEARING (directed by Ivan Krejčí), awarded the prize of Czech theatre critique for 2015, belongs 
to the best productions of Czech drama in recent times. That´s one of the reasons why this performance 
of the Chamber Stage Arena in Ostrava, humble as for its production and important as for its theme, 
can´t be missing at the International Festival Divadelná Nitra. At the centre of the play, there is Nazi 
criminal Adolf Eichmann, excellently acted by Marek Cisovský who has been awarded the prize of 
Czech theatre critique 2015 in the best male role category for this role. The production tells the story of 
the consequences which had had Adolf Eichmann´s decisions for the citizens of the Protectorate of 
Bohemia and Moravia and the Slovak State. However, it does not speak just about the history of 
Holocaust, but also about the very actual theme of hatred, xenophobia and racism which have not died 
with the end of the WWII.   
 
An unknown but unique phenomenon within the main Festival programme will be the Iraq-Sweden 
ensemble Iraqi Bodies. Its members have run from the country afflicted by a war to save their lives. To 
Divadelná Nitra, they will bring PILLARS OF BLOOD by Iraqi director Anmar Taha who asked for the 
asylum in Sweden after being wounded by a shot. In this suggestive work of art, on the border of dance 
and physical theatre, the dancers will speak about death and killing and polemicize about Eastern war 
conflicts or fundamentalistic tendencies in European countries. The dramatic events in their motherland 
have strongly marked not just their personal lives but also their art. 
 
The audience can enjoy young and avant-garde art during a theatrical video-installation called KANTOR 
DOWNTOWN from the workshop of Teatr Polski Bydgoszcz. After the hundred years since the birth of 
one of the most important Eastern-European avant-garde artists, Tadeusz Kantor, the young Polish 
theatre creators return to the memories and dreams of the stars of American underground culture from 
the seventies and eighties, through video-interviews shot originally for this project.  
 
Within the Festival Plus, the domestic Teatro Tatro will once again build its circus tent at the square in 
front of the Andrej Bagar Theatre. There, it will perform its new production, based on the work by great 
Russian poet Daniil Charms, called CIRCUS KHARMS, directed by Ondrej Spišák. The director has 
used poetry, humor as well as absurdity typical for the work of Daniil Charms, and stressed the limitless 
surreality, grotesqueness and mystics of his texts. The magical show is meant for both adults and 
children, but especially for kids.  
 
For children, the Festival has prepared also many other events – shows, workshops and attractions. 
FysioArt from Prague will come with an artistic-pedagogic project AMONG US on the subject of home. 



In front of Andrej Bagar Theatre, there will be the Zone of Joy, at the square, there will be an integrative 
creative workshop A Tulip for Iraqi Children – a part of the project A Tulip for You.    
 
There will be a wide variety in the programme as for the genres and styles – a slapstick (WHY DOES 
HERR R. RUN AMOK?), a more-or-less classical drama (Suddenly the Night, The Hearing, Hamlet Is 
Dead – Faust Is Hungry, Back Then in Bratislava), a political cabaret (Roses, Empty Hole), a dance-
movement or a physical theatre (The Pillars of Blood, Solo lamentoso, Opernball) a theatre-video-
installation (Kantor Downtown), and even a circus (Cirkus Kharms). 
 
At Divadelná Nitra, there will be already traditionally a rich accompanying programme. It will take place 
in various spots in Nitra – on a pedestrian zone, in the synagogue, in the library, in the gallery, in the 
museum, at the regional cultural center, in the both of Nitra´s theatres, at schools, at open-air stages, in 
a container at the square or in the shopwindows. The main activity place will be, just like in the past, the 
square in front of Andrej Bagar Theatre; it will be transformed into a different_square – an art space as 
well as a pleasant relaxation zone. There will be more than 60 street performances, exhibitions, film 
screenings, concerts, workshops, discussions and various creative activities for parents with children 
under the title Joy Zone. The theme of the Festival: The Ode to Joy? will be heard also in music 
performances and in the art created specifically for the Festival. 
 
 
The domineering part of the accompanying programme will be the international exhibition Newrope, 
which has been prepared by the Gallery of Nitra within its very first cooperation with Divadelna Nitra.  
Under the curator Omar Mirza, there will be introduced twenty contemporary artists from Slovakia, 
Hungary, Poland, Czech Republic, France, Rumania, Bulgaria and even the USA and Canada. The 
works of art, which poignantly react to the contemporary happenings in Europe and which are asking 
what can we do to prevent hearing an Ode to Sorrow instead of the Ode to Joy, have been “ordered” for 
the Nitra exhibition and many of them will be exhibited for the very first time namely in Nitra. There will 
be all kinds of art: drawing, painting, photography, sound art, video, sculpture, object, installation, 
happening and intervention into a public space. The exhibition will be open on September 22, 2016. It 
will be presented in an original way during the whole Festival, and especially during the popular Whit 
Night on the 24th of September, and it will take place in the Gallery of Nitra until the 13th of November 
2016. 
 
At the occasion of celebrating 25 years of the Festival´s existence, there will be special happenings 
within the programme of Divadelná Nitra, for example, the exhibition of the Posters of DN 25 (already 
since September 8, in the MLYNY Nitra Gallery), the exhibition of pictures from productions from the 25 
years of Divadelná Nitra Foto DN 25, or “the room of Festival memories“ entitled Nostalgia DN 25. The 
climax will be presenting the book in double language Alive Desire for Beauty… / International Festival 
Divadelná Nitra 1992–2016, published by the Divadelná Nitra Association and Theatre Institute, 
Bratislava.  
 
Together with the programme of the jubilee year, there have been altogether during the 25 years of the 
International Festival Divadelná Nitra, as the part of the main programme, 379 productions, of which 227 
from abroad and 152 Slovak. 280 directors have introduced their works. The main programme has been 
visited, during the 24 years, by 132 558 people, and the accompanying programme, consisting of 
hundreds of art exhibitions, concerts, film screenings, radio plays, poetry readings or street theatre 
shows, 154 572 spectators.  
 
 



You can buy the tickets to all performances of the main programme from the 1st of August online at  
www.predpredaj.sk in the section Theatre at http://predpredaj.zoznam.sk/sk/listky/7503/divadelna-nitra-
2016. The cash desk will be open from the 2nd of September every work day from 14.00 till 17.00 in the 
Andrej Bagar Theatre in Nitra (main entrance from the square).   
 
You can find the complete programme of Divadelná Nitra 2016 here: 
http://www.nitrafest.sk/domov/program-2016/hlavny-program-2016/  
You can find all the information about the tickets at www.nitrafest.sk. 
 
Main organizer: 
Association Divadelná Nitra 
Main co-organizers: 
Andrej Bagar Theatre in Nitra, Karol Spišák Old Theatre in Nitra, Nitra Self-Governing Region, The City 
of Nitra, Theatre Institute Bratislava 
Co-organizers: 
C.A. Peace and Good, Nitra, Klokaneček Child Care Centre, Private Conservatoire in Nitra,  Regional 
Edifying Centre in Nitra, The Elementary School for Partially Sighted and Blind in Bratislava, The Helena 
Madariová Elementary Arts School, The J. Rosinský Elementary Arts School in Nitra, The Karol Kmeťko 
Regional Library, The Nitra Gallery, The Nitra Museum, The Prince Pribina Elementary School, Nitra, 
The Slovak Debating Association, The Tatra Nitra Cinema Club 
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