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Divadelná Nitra International Theatre Festival: What is 

it and what does it do?
 The biggest and most prestigious theatre festival in Slovakia, founded in 1992

 Top-quality European theatre, renowned ensembles, as well as young creators

 Outstanding productions of Slovak theatres

 Important platform for international cultural exchange, cooperation and mobility, 

offering room for social discussion and communication

 It blurs the boundaries between different forms of art – it presents contemporary 

art in public space: theatre, dance, visual art, as well as contemporary European 

film, music, poetry

 It pursues non-formal education of children, young people and adults

 It cooperates with minorities and handicapped people

 It involves dozens of young people, fosters volunteering in culture



Divadelná Nitra International Theatre Festival: What are its 

strengths?
 main programme offering extraordinary European theatre

 innovative and varied accompanying programme

 inspirational work events and social gatherings

 high attendance and positive audience response

 attractiveness for young people

 vast media promotion

 vast publicity and media support

 international credit

 country-wide importance

 non-negligible benefits for the city and region

 cooperation with self-governmental authorities, local cultural 
institutions, elementary and secondary schools and universities, as 
well as with the non-profit sector

 mobilization of partners from the business sphere

 around 20 main programme performances every year

 nearly 70 accompanying events and around 20 work and 

social programme events

 around 500 Slovak and international performing artists

 every year there are about 25 journalists accredited at the 

Festival and more than 50 individual foreign guests –

important personalities and professionals representing the 

theatre field and about 40 individual guests from Slovakia

 yearly 10 000 to 15 000 visitors

 www.nitrafest.sk recording around 25,000 visits from more 

than 100 countries per year.

Achievements in Figures



Who Are Our Audiences? 

 primarily young people aged 18–30 with secondary or tertiary education, dynamic, able to 

critically evaluate information, preferring an active way of life, looking for unusual 

experiences and inspiration

 the general public living in and around Nitra, but also in Bratislava and other cities, aged 

30–50 and interested in arts and culture

 young people, but also young families with children, as well as active seniors who are 

attracted by the varied accompanying programme

 elementary and secondary school pupils, students and teachers

 handicapped (partially-sighted and blind) children (year-round project A Tulip For You)

 professional public – Slovak theatre artists, critics, historians, international theatre critics, 

journalists, theoreticians, managers and operators organizing other festivals

 each year the Festival attracts 10 000 to 15,000 spectators, which is the highest 

attendance among Slovak theatre festivals, and also the highest one among cultural events 

in Nitra and the Nitra region



We Create Space for Meetings and Dialogue...

The Divadelná Nitra creates space for communication and cooperation along the 

following axis: the public, spectators and visitors – cultural institutions and artists 

– public and non-governmental authorities – the media – business sphere.

 personalities in the fields of arts and culture in Slovakia

 theatre professionals from around Europe

 representatives of local, regional and national public authorities, 

as well as foreign ministries of culture, embassies and cultural 

institutes

 Businessmen

 the media, editors, journalists

 young people, students of universities and colleges in Nitra, 

Bratislava and other cities

 festival volunteers... 

Divadelná Nitra's Fans and 

Spectators Include



Divadelná Nitra International Theatre Festival: What is its impact?
 Significantly presents Slovakia and Slovak arts and culture in the international context

 Is one of the most significant theatre festivals in Central Europe

 Contributes to international mobility and cultural exchange of artists and works of art

 Brings international top-quality arts to both Slovak lay and professional audiences, thus enhancing the variety of cultural offer in Slovakia

 Raises awareness of European culture among the general public in Slovakia, raises and comments on important issues and thus contributes

to society-wide discussion in Slovakia

 Educates, fosters people’s relationship to arts and culture, entertains, improves the quality of life

The upcoming 25th anniversary of the Divadelná Nitra International Theatre Festival obliges its 

organizers and donors to create such conditions which will guarantee a high quality level of the 

Festival and its sustainability. 

Projects being prepared on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the Divadelná Nitra: 

 THEATRE EUROPE, ART EUROPE, AGORA EUROPE

 processing and digitization of DN’s archival materials (video recordings of theatre 

productions), 

 exhibition of large-format photographs of theatre productions, 

 exclusive book and DVD set on the history of the Festival published in cooperation with 

the Theatre Institute, 

 new original theatre production initiated and co-produced by the Festival (premiered at the 

Divadelná Nitra 2016). 

In 2016, during the period of the Slovak Presidency of the Council 

of the European Union, the Divadelná Nitra will celebrate its 25th

edition. Its main theme will be Ode to Joy?.



Who Are Our Partners?

 main Festival co-organisers: Andrej Bagar Theatre in Nitra, Karol Spišák Old 

Theatre in Nitra, Theatre Institute, City of Nitra, Nitra Self-Governing Region

 main Festival donor: Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic

 foreign ministries of culture, embassies and cultural institutes based in Slovakia 

(Czech Republic, France, Hungary, Germany, Poland, Great Britain etc.) 

 Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) of the European 

Union – Creative Europe Programme 

 foreign funds and corporate foundations (International Visegrad Fund, Allianz 

Kulturstiftung, Erste Stiftung)

 foundations and funds based in Slovakia (Intenda Foundation, Tatrabanka

Foundation, Orange Foundation, SPP Foundation, Nitra Community Foundation)

 business sector in Slovakia (in 2014, 38 businesses and companies)

 theatre festivals and theatre companies abroad

 important cultural and theatre institutions in Slovakia

 Slovak and international media

 cultural, educational institutions and non-profit organizations based in Nitra and the 

Nitra Region



MAIN PROGRAMME
 Productions from European countries (7–8 productions from: Poland, Hungary, Czech 

Republic, France, Spain, Belgium, Germany, Ukraine, Russia)

 Productions from Slovakia (3–4 productions) / Established artists and rising stars – this 

year again, the selection of Slovak productions will be entrusted to a curator appointed by 

the Festival

 Preparation for and approaching partners about the creation of a new original production 

initiated and co-produced by the Festival (premiere at DN 2016)

 Divadelná Nitra Satellites – selected European productions offered to other venues –

partner institutions and theatres in Slovakia

In 2015 the Festival programme sections, as well as the individual productions and programme 

activities will be linked by the theme EMPATHY – Sharing and Giving

Empathy as an ability to put oneself in another person's shoes – their feelings, situation and 

thoughts – brings understanding. The ability to feel, empathise is essential to understanding and 

reaching rational knowledge. Art develops imagination which is the driving force of empathy.

A higher level of empathy is the will to share – feelings, experiences, opinions, problems, or the 

whole fate of another person. The ethical imperative or simply a personal relationship then leads 

you to the need or obligation to give – share what you have – your possibilities, opportunities, 

experience, possessions.

Empathy in its broader sense as an ability to feel the needs and problems of society, culture, the 

environment and nature, is an attitude indicating the contemporary man’s overall feeling about life, 

and at the same time a call to action against global egoism.



ACCOMPANYING PROGRAMME
A total of around 50 events falling under the following sections:

 This Is Art, Too – encouraging discussion about the relationship of man towards 

art, directing people’s attention to cultural monuments, as well as contemporary 

visual-art and architectural works in public space

 different_square and its components – art in public space, fest_design market, 

family afternoon

 Festival to Children – theatre performances for children, their parents and schools, 

games and competitions for children

 White Night – night time visits to the exhibitions of the Nitra Gallery, the 

Ponitrianske Museum and the Synagogue, plus theatre, music and visual-art events 

in the streets of the town

 film.eu – screenings of contemporary European films dramaturgically linked with the 

Festival’s theme and main programme



WORK PROGRAMME
Around 15 events: discussions, debates, work meetings, networking, workshops:

 V4@Theatre Agora – public discussions and lectures about theatre in the 

V4 countries and about the Festival theme

 Presentations by experts dealing with the Festival theme aimed at the 

general public

 Talks with the creators after theatre performances or film screenings

 Festival Meeting Point – a place reserved for informal meetings and 

networking between authors, festival participants and visitors

 Preparations for the 25th anniversary of the Divadelná Nitra International 

Theatre Festival which will be celebrated in 2016

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME
 A Tulip for You – 9th edition, a year-round project to support 

the integration of partially sighted and blind children through art; 

A Tulip for You Club

 Divadelná Nitra for Schools – screenings of 

documentary films of the Parallel Lives series and 

discussions with a historian about Slovakia’s communist 

past

 Discovering Theatre – a non-formal education project on 

contemporary theatre 

 V4@THEATRE – Divadelná Nitra 2015 Residency –

residential stays at the Divadelná Nitra 2015 offered to 

young critics, dramaturges and directors from the V4 

countries and Ukraine



What They Wrote About Divadelná Nitra

“While in the Czech Republic, special days are actually those 

when there are no festivals taking place, in Slovakia there are 

very few festivals and the Divadelná Nitra stands out... Over the 

years of its existence, the Festival has offered a whole range of 

outstanding productions and for many directors it has been the 

launch pad into the world.” 

Karel Král, Lidové noviny, Czech Republic

“The Divadelná Nitra is a younger brother of freedom. 

Somewhere in the early 1990s, the small Slovak town of Nitra, 

until then in no way significant in the history of world theatre, 

became one of those places where west-Europeans theatre 

professionals from behind the fallen iron curtain were heading, 

looking for fresh goods... There are things to see in Nitra every 

year.”

Roman Dolžanskij, Kommersant, Russia

“Divadelná Nitra is a festival and festival means feast, celebration. From Friday 26 

September to Wednesday 1 October, Nitra will host the best theatre productions 

from Slovakia. Teatro Tatro’s theatre tent will house three performances of the 

excellent production The Master and Margarita, the centre of Nitra will be the 

venue for exhibitions, debates, film screenings and plenty of attractions for both 

theatre connoisseurs and random passers-by. However, the core of the Festival is 

formed by performances of foreign theatres which allow us, if not to completely 

know, then at least to get a glimpse of what is going on Europe’s theatre scene.” 

.týždeň, 21 September 2014

“Can you imagine living a day without art? Utter nonsense, obviously, after all, art 

surrounds us wherever we turn. However, by far not all of its forms can secure their 

creators a decent living. The reasons vary, yet one thing is certain – for many 

years, our government’s funding for culture has been the lowest of all sectors and 

the lowest compared to the surrounding countries. That is why the Art, what for? 

initiative has arisen. And it is the spirit of this motto that is reflected in the 

Divadelná Nitra Festival this time.” 

kultura.sme.sk, Eva Andrejčáková, kk, 25. September 2014 

“The question Art, what for?, the latest Festival edition’s motto, was answered by 

each of the ten productions of theatre ensembles from six countries, as well as by 

each of the five Festival Plus performances and more than fifty accompanying 

events. They caught the attention of, reached and maybe also provoked a total of 8 

thousand visitors.” 

kultura.pravda.sk, Jena Opoldusová, 4 October 2014“As part of the initiative, the final Festival day in Nitra – 1 Oct., 

a Day Without Art – did not offer any artistic programme. From 

a stand in the pedestrian area, representatives of the 

Association addressed people, spread information materials, 

explained the aims of the initiative, screened video recordings of 

personalities explaining their opinions on “art, what for?”, as well 

as recordings of a student debate. 

“The Divadelná Nitra was purposely programmed in such a way 

that would allow us to first show art, and then let people 

experience A Day Without Art – what would happen if all that 

which people have seen during the Festival, suddenly ceased to 

exist,” Darina Kárová from the Divadelná Nitra Association 

explained. 

nitra.sme.sk, Jana Černáková, 6 October 2014



CONTACT INFORMATION

Asociácia Divadelná Nitra, Svätoplukovo nám. 4, 950 53 Nitra, www.nitrafest.sk

Mgr. Slavka Civáňová, PhD.

Fundraising, partners and coorganisers

civanova@nitrafest.sk, +421 949 85 11 11

Thank you for your attention,

we look forward to cooperating with you!

http://www.nitrafest.sk/
mailto:civanova@nitrafest.sk

